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WHAT’S INSIDE
“Black Panther” sets a 




When being “king” is your day job, adding 
“superhero” to your resume just seems a little 
too good to be true. And, for our titular “Black 
Panther,” it almost was. 
Picking up from 2016’s “Captain America: 
Civil War,” King T’Challa (Chadwick Bose-
man) is still reeling from his father’s death 
and the burden of his crown. He reigns over 
Wakanda—an isolationist nation rich in a 
supermetal called vibranium—while also as-
suming the Black Panther mantel. It’s not 
long before trouble brews in the form of Erik 
Killmonger (Michael B. Jordan), an ex-soldier 
hellbent on challenging Wakanda’s traditions 
and its throne. 
The film is thoroughly seeped in black cul-
ture, from it’s Afrofuturistic aesthetics to the 
synths and ebbs of rapper Kendrick Lamar’s 
soundtrack. The amount of care given to cre-
ating the world of Wakanda—sleek weaponry, 
Afro-punk attire, tribal accents—gives it a 
multifaceted look that’s vibrantly different 
from previous Marvel flicks. 
But “Black Panther” goes beyond hallow 
aesthetics. It is the rare superhero movie that 
knows exactly what it wants to say, even as its 
main character struggles with his purpose. 
Killmonger sparks this struggle when he 
presents T’Challa with a truth: the world—
their brothers and sisters—are conquered as 
Wakanda hides itself and its resources away. 
While Killmonger represents revolutionary 
force, fully believing in the righteousness of 
his mission, T’Challa refuses to accept that 
helping others means becoming the con-
queror. 
It’s no surprise that director Ryan Coogler 
can bring these questions to life after spot-
lighting the way structural imbalances affect 
individuals with “Fruitvale Station.” Under 
him, the film shines with determination and 
meaning. He demonstrates a keen under-
standing of debts this movie owes to black 
history and black experiences—the Pan-Af-
rican trauma of imperialism, the echoes of 
slavery and the empowered Black Panthers of 
Oakland, where several key scenes take place. 
“Black Panther” is unabashedly political. 
Although a lot its jabs are for laughs (“Don’t 
scare me like that, colonizer,” one of the char-
acters says to one of the two white characters 
featured), the main theme is one of isolation-
ism versus intervention. Is it okay to come in 
guns blazing if you’re doing it to save people? 
It’s a question mirrored in the history of Af-
rica, in the actions of America and purposely, 
glaringly absent from the fictional history of 
an untouched Wakanda. 
Artist-in-residence 




Successful comedian and host of  CNN’s 
“United Shades of America,” W. Kamau Bell 
recently engaged in a panel with fellow 
friends and activists in an honest conver-
sation about gun violence, gender equity 
and racial representation.  
Bell is this year’s Frank Sinatra Artist 
Chair and is currently in the middle of the 
second part of his residency. 
He spent the past week engaging with 
community members, observing classes and 
mentoring students.
The Feb. 15 panel featuring scholars, 
comedians and artists was part of the Sa-
lon Series—events promoting dialogue on 
power, culture and difference sponsored 
by the College of Arts and Sciences Center 
for the Arts and Humanities. 
A prominent topic discussed at the event, 
hosted in the Recital Hall, was the Florida 
high school shooting last Wednesday and 
ways to address this deadly national crisis. 
“I want to highlight institutions of learn-
ing as being safe spaces where we can come 
and be challenged,” Bell said. “It shouldn’t 
be about the fear of bullets and guns.” 
Artist and community organizer Favi-
anna Rodriguez believes sustainable social 
change requires cultural, political and eco-
nomic support. Banning guns is not profit-
able for gun manufacturers, she explained, 
making gun control difficult. 
Film director and rapper Boots Riley 
warned that progressive gun control mea-
sures, though intended to prevent mass 
shootings, will disadvantage low-income 
neighborhoods of color. He equated the 
phenomena to the War on Drugs.
“Most of the time when police come in 
contact with guns or are looking for guns, it’s 
not some white kid in Florida, it’s people in 
black or brown neighborhoods,” Riley said. 
“So with any gun laws, that’s who would be 
incarcerated. When pushing for gun control 
laws, it won’t get the kids who are shooting 
at schools. It will get the police doing more 
stop-and-frisk.”
Riley explained that illegal businesses 
self-regulate, and oftentimes rely on gun 
violence to do so. 
“We need a radical militant worker 
movement,” he said. 
Rodriguez attributes the mass school 
shootings, as well as sexual assault by pre-
dominantly white men in power, to toxic 
masculinity. She believes men must also 
work to address the problem and no longer 
remain silent. 
“It’s time for men to organize other men. 
(The Larry Nassar case) was the largest 
sports sexual abuse scandal in sports his-
tory. Where were the male athletes? They 
didn’t say anything,” Rodriguez said. “We 
have a problem with male silence right now. 
Culture allows us to question the behaviors 
we have been perpetuating. ”
Bell described his experiences in the 
writer’s room as challenging at times. He 
explains that his ideas are perceived like 
those of an outsider in a white, male-dom-
inated industry. 
“That is totally the thing that connects 
with me about toxic masculinity,” said Bell. 
“The ideas that are anti-traditional ideas 
that have been dominated by white males 
are seen as the opposite of  ‘normal.’”
The panel concluded with panelists 
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FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS: On Feb. 15, Frank Sinatra Artist Chair W. Kamau Bell organized a panel with fellow activists as part of the 2018 Salon Series, 
which promotes dialogue on power, culture and difference. The topics discussed ranged from gun violence to gender equity to racial representation. 
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Editors and departments can 
also be reached via email at 
section@thesantaclara.org (e.g. 
sports@thesantaclara.org). For 
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OUR POLICIES
The Santa Clara is the official 
student newspaper of Santa 
Clara University. 
The Santa Clara is written, 
edited and produced by students 
once weekly, except during 
holidays, examination periods 
and academic recesses.
The Santa Clara welcomes 
letters to the editor from readers. 
Letters can be delivered to 
the Benson Memorial Center, 
room 13; mailed to SCU Box 
3190 or emailed to: letters@
thesantaclara.org.
Our letters policy:
◗  Submissions must include 
major and year of graduation 
and/or job title, relation to the 
university and a phone number 
for verification.
◗  Letters should not exceed 
250 words. Those exceeding the 
word limit may be considered 
as publication as an article or in 
some other form. 
◗  Anonymous letters will not 
be considered for publication. 
◗  The Santa Clara reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
grammar, clarity and accuracy, 
or to shorten letters to fit the 
allocated space. 
◗  All letter submissions 
become property of The Santa 
Clara.
◗  The deadline for publication 
in Thursday’s edition is the prior 
Saturday. 
     Nothing on the opinion pages 
necessarily represents a position 
of Santa Clara University. 
Letters, columns and graphics 
represent only the views of their 
authors.
     The Santa Clara has a 
minimum newspaper circulation 
of 2,000.
     One free copy. Additional 
copies are 25¢.
CAMPUS SAFETY




Feb. 15: A male student was reported intoxicated and 
jumped over the patio fence of Nobili Hall, then proceeded 
to sleep on a chair at the Adobe Lodge. CSS and SCU EMS 
responded. He was well enough to walk on his own and 
was transported to his off campus home by a taxi.
Feb. 15: A female student was seen falling and hitting 
her head on an elevator wall in Dunne Hall. She admitted 
to have been drinking several shots of mixed drinks at 
an off campus location. She was evaluated by SCU EMS 
and was well enough to remain in her room, monitored 
by her friends.  
Feb. 18: A male campus resident was reportedly found 
intoxicated and vomiting in a men’s restroom in Sanfilippo 
Residence Hall, and a non-affiliate female guest was found 
intoxicated and unresponsive inside a resident’s room. 
CSS, SCU EMS, SCPD and SCFD responded. The resident 
declined transportation to a hospital. The female guest 
was picked up by her parent.
Alcohol Violation 
Feb. 13: A student reported getting hit by a rock 
thrown from one of the upper floors of Swig Residence 
Hall while walking on Market Street. CSS responded to 
investigate and observed a party in progress in a resident’s 
room on that upper floor. Alcoholic beverages were found 
inside the room. The students were admonished  and the 
alcoholic beverages were disposed of. 
Drug and Weapon Violation 
Feb. 20: A campus resident was found in possession 
of marijuana, paraphernalia and a souvenir samurai 
sword in his room. The marijuana & paraphernalia were 
confiscated and disposed of.  The sword was taken into 
CSS custody for safekeeping. 
Fire and Fire Alarm Activation
Feb. 13: CSS responded to a fire alarm activation at 
the Learning Commons. The cause of the activation was 
a battery pack of a vape pen inside a student’s backpack, 
which had spontaneously caught fire. CSS and the Fire 
Safety Officer responded. 
Feb. 17: SCFD and CSS responded to a fire alarm 
activation at Sanfilippo Hall. The alarm was activated by 
a resident cooking bacon in the oven. 
Informational Report
Feb. 17: CSS received a message about suspicious 
information posted on social media. Law enforcement 
was advised to investigate. 
Feb. 17: CSS received a call regarding a student who 
injured himself while skiing and was airlifted to a hospital. 
Suspicious Circumstance
Feb. 15: Students reported having encountered three 
suspicious unknown males soliciting for money along 
the Alameda Mall. CSS responded but was unable to 
locate them.
Feb. 20: A non-affiliate male was reported to be 
watching pornography on a public computer on the first 
floor of the Learning Commons. He was admonished by 
a CSS officer and asked to leave the building.  
From Campus Safety reports.                                                    
Email news@thesantaclara.org.
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Santa Clara is getting serious about 
cybersecurity. 
The Markkula Center for Applied 
Ethics recently hosted “Cybersecurity 
Ethics,” a two-part panel  that brought in 
experts from the industry to discuss their 
views on the high-tech issue. 
The first panel of the Feb. 15 event, 
“Responding to a Breach,” focused heav-
ily on the ethical dilemmas involved when 
a data breach occurs, such as when the 
right time is for a company to disclose 
the breach their customers. 
One panelist, Steve Sigel, Manager of 
the Data Protection at the Cisco Security 
& Trust Organization, asked the audience 
to consider what potential harm can come 
from a release of information.
The panel also featured David Brad-
bury, Chief Security Officer at Symantec; 
Beth George, counsel at Wilson Sonsini 
Goodrich & Rosati; Carin Kaltschmidt, 
Principal of Ernst & Young LLP. 
It was moderated by Brian Patrick 
Green, who is the director of technol-
ogy ethics at the Markkula Center and 
teaches engineering ethics in the Gradu-
ate School of Engineering.
Overall, the panelists agreed that 
cybersecurity is a significant issue and 
needs more attention from companies 
who might be breached for their cus-
tomer’s data. 
“Cybersecurity is growing more impor-
tant and more complicated,” Green said. 
Bob Owen, CIO and Vice Provost for 
Information Services at Santa Clara, says 
the students need to be informed about 
cybersecurity. 
“In 2018, your digital self and your 
digital ‘stuff’ is everything.  Having your 
digital identity and assets stolen, manipu-
lated, or misappropriated can take years 
and tens of thousands of dollars to fix,” 
he said. “Basic cyber security practices 
like using multi-factor authentication, 
keeping the OS on your devices updated 
to the most current versions and not shar-
ing personally identifiable information 
in emails or texts can go a long way in 
keeping you safe.” 
The second panel, which followed the 
first, was titled “If You Can’t Secure It, 
Don’t Connect It,” and focused on the In-
ternet of Things (IoT) and how it is chang-
ing the world. IoT refers to the growing 
number of items that are being connected 
to the internet. This includes the rising 
number of household appliances and the 
increasing presence of automated home 
assistants such as the Google Home. 
Panelist Sri Vasudevan, an Executive 
Director at EY’s National Advisory Cyber-
security, commented that while there are 
examples of how the IoT can help benefit 
the common good, there are also examples 
of it causing harm. He gave the example 
of a doll that was sold with a microphone 
in it, thus allowing for a two-way con-
versation between the doll and the child. 
Vasudevan mentioned that no one had 
really stopped to consider how technology 
might affect early childhood development.
The panel later shifted to ethics as the 
panelist discussed the personal informa-
tion that is being collected by IoT devices. 
Often, devices in people’s home will be 
collecting personal information without 
them knowing, and could potentially be 
infringing on someone’s rights to privacy.
Other featured panelists included Bri-
an Gin, Director of Legal Services at Cisco 
and Jeff Klaben, the Chief Information 
Security Officer for SRI International, 
who also serves as an adjunct professor 
at the Graduate School of Engineering. 
The panel was moderated by Irina Raicu, 
director of the Internet Ethics Program at 
the Markkula Center.
Tiana Nguyen, a freshman computer 
science major, attended the event be-
cause of her interest in cybersecurity as 
well as her personal desire to expand her 
knowledge. 
“Cybersecurity is an extremely inter-
esting topic, especially when it comes to 
Internet of Things,” Nguyen said. “It’s 
important that we stay aware and cautious 
of what we do with these IoT devices and 
where it will lead us in the future.”
Contact Emma Pollans  at epollans@scu.
edu or call (408) 554-4852.
Global 
• The State Department revealed that Vice President Mike Pence came close to 
meeting with North Koreans at the Winter Olympics, but they canceled at the last 
minute.
• Italians are preparing for national elections on March 4, the first in five years. The 
biggest issues are immigration and the weak economy.
National
• Students from Parkland protested at the statehouse in Tallahassee, Fla., and 
demanded a ban on military-style firearms, like the one used to kill 17 people at their 
school.
• “Harry Potter and the Cursed Child,” the eighth and only theatrical installment in 
the celebrated wizarding saga, begins previews on Broadway next month. The show 
runs five hours and 15 minutes long. 
• Border Patrol agents are more frequently searching people and property near the 
border, especially on Greyhound buses and Amtrak trains, as part of the Trump 
administration’s crackdown on illegal immigration.
Santa Clara
• The MCC and SCCAP are hosting Allyship Weeks during week 7 and 8, previously 
known as “Beyond Guilt.” They are meant to work on building bridges and providing 
support to marginalized communities. 
Cybersecurity: An Ethical Matter
News in Brief
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sharing advice for students 
and proposing action-list 
items to promote positive 
social change. 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
ranged from joining an 
organization for a radical 
cause, book suggestions and 
supporting artists of color. 
Junior Sophia Parnell at-
tended Bell’s stand-up show 
last fall and appreciated his 
commentary on self-pro-
claimed liberalism. After 
the panel, Parnell is com-
mitted to promoting artists 
of color as recommended. 
“[Rodriguez’s] call to action 
about smashing the patriarchy 
and consuming media that is 
produced by people of color 
is important to me because 
I’m always trying to engage 
civically in a way that actually 
makes a difference,” Parnell 
said. ““As a consumer, that’s 
where our power lies. Repre-
sentation matters so much and 
we’ve seen shows with diverse 
casts succeed.”
Contact Bella Rios  at irios@















































Continued from Page 1
Benson Remodel Update
Campus dining hub 




A construction fence around the 
Bronco Patio is the first sign of the many 
improvements in store for Benson Me-
morial Center. In June, all of Benson 
will shut down as renovations start to 
transform the main level into a more 
cohesive, multipurpose venue. 
“[Students will] see a much more 
open and inviting place just to 
relax, enjoy one another’s com-
pany,” Assistant Vice Provost for 
Student Life Matt Cameron said. 
Come September 2018, 
students will see a significant 
change in the main level of Ben-
son. The walls separating the 
Marketplace from The Bronco 
and Mission Bakery will come 
down to make the space of Ben-
son flow better.
This will also allow Benson to 
be used more often, as portions 
of Benson will not be closed off to 
students, like the Marketplace, 
which currently shutters at 8:30 
p.m. 
Natural light is a priority for 
the Benson remodel. The shell 
roof enclosing the Bronco Pa-
tio as well as three light wells in 
Benson are central to this con-
cept. 
Twenty-foot openings in the 
floor of the main level of Benson 
will be located between where 
Mission Bakery and the wall 
that separates it from the Mar-
ketplace currently stand.
These openings will be lined 
with a transparent fence mate-
rial around the perimeters for 
safety. These will act similarly 
to a pool fence, providing safety 
while not invading the space 
due to their transparent mate-
rial, according to Associate Vice 
President for Auxiliary Services 
Robin Reynolds. 
The openings will allow light 
and sound to traverse across 
floors in Benson.
“I’m most excited for that,” 
junior Alex Perlman said, chair 
of the ASG Senate Facilities and 
Operations Committee. “Some-
thing they really want to do is tie 
the whole building together and 
make it more of a community 
center for all four years.”
For the changes that will be 
seen in September 2018, the bud-
get is set at about $14 million. 
A movement toward less sta-
tionary cash registers and more 
self-order kiosks and Tapingo 
options will be made. This is 
expected to increase the flow 
of lines and disperse customers 
more evenly.
This renovation will also 
bring an increase in available 
seating. Benson currently seats 
546 people in the Marketplace, 
but will seat 648 following the 
renovation, according to Cam-
eron. Variety of seating is a major 
proponent in the Benson reno-
vation.
“The goal was to create dif-
ferent neighborhoods and op-
portunities for folks to gather, 
not just around food, but for any 
purpose,” Reynolds said.
Family-style tables, booths 
and seating against walls will join 
Benson’s updated layout.
The physical structures of 
the existing food stations will 
remain largely the same with the 
exception of a station referred to 
as Pacific Rim. In comparison to 
surrounding food stations, Pacific Rim 
will be substantial and will feature a 
menu with an Asian influence. A break-
fast bar will also be added as one of the 
many new food options. 
A change that may not get as warm of 
a welcome from the student body comes 
in the form of naming conventions. With 
the removal of its walls, the space cur-
rently referred to as The Bronco will 
become a part of the general space in 
Benson. In this transition, it will likely 
lose its name.
That area will still house food stands 
with options similar to the food featured 
at Tailgaters, 540 and Fresco. Vice Pro-
vost for Student Life and Dean of Stu-
dents Jeanne Rosenberger predicts 
students will continue to refer to 
the space as The Bronco out of habit.
One alteration that students may 
not notice is in the loading docks on 
the south end of Benson. They will 
get deepened and reconfigured for 
the convenience of vendors and to 
decrease disruption in traffic flow on 
Market Street. 
During spring quarter of this year, 
signage with renderings of what fu-
ture spaces in Benson might look like 
following the remodel will be posted 
throughout Benson.
Contact Meghan McLaughlin at 
mhmclaughlin@scu.edu or call (408) 
554-4852.
SCENE
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New Netflix series 




Backstabbing, brutish and down-
right disgusting. That’s pretty much 
been the American norm in the ever-
advancing machine of business.
 In efforts to dupe consumers 
and take their money at any costs, 
corporations go right to their usual 
toolbelt of chicanery and deception. 
When that happens, that’s when the 
documentarians step in.
If that’s something you love, then 
allow me to introduce “Dirty Mon-
ey”—the new Netflix show that pulls 
back the veil on extensive, secretive 
corporate scandals. 
The show’s executive producer 
is powerhouse documentarian Alex 
Gibney. Famous for directing films 
including “Enron: The Smartest 
Guys in the Room,” “We Steal Se-
crets: The Story of Wikileaks” and 
“Going Clear: Scientology and the 
Prison of Belief,” Gibney also directs 
the first episode.
The episode, titled “Hard NOx,” 
cracks down on the very recent scan-
dal revolving around Volkswagen’s 
“clean diesel” technology.
In 2015, VW was exposed for 
implanting safeguards in their cars. 
Essentially, the vehicles were able 
to pass emissions checks, making 
it appear as though the cars were 
incredibly eco-friendly. 
At the core of the issue was their 
TDI model, which was marketed in 
the United States as a safe, fun to 
drive, green car. Their excitable, fa-
miliar nature seemed too good to be 
true. And it sure was.
These cars were far exceeding 
emissions limits. 
In reality, VW had the full capac-
ity to meet regulations and filter the 
damaging chemicals that would 
further molest our already reced-
ing ozone layer. However, this was 
a pricey option for the company, so 
they souped up their cars’ comput-
ers to pass emission tests through 
false results. 
This couldn’t go on unnoticed 
however, and the company was 
found out. 
After some extensive litigation 
coming even from the highest ranks 
of the United States Department of 
Justice, cars were bought back from 
customers, and the company had to 
shell out millions of dollars in ef-
forts to pay off damages from duping 
American customers.
This massive-scale corruption 
went, with exception for payments, 
largely unpunished. Corporate lead-
ers went without any checking of 
their behavior or crimes. Shocker.
Pissed off yet? Well, that’s just 
one episode. 
Other episodes touch on banks 
knowingly dealing with cartels, big 
pharma, faulty loaning corporations 
and our ever so controversial presi-
dent.
Sure, maybe its pretty infuriat-
ing to see all of these scandals afoot, 
but what does this show do well? In 
whole, it’s comprehensive.
Documentaries usually focus 
on one big issue, creating a wave 
of awareness and backlash which 
diminishes quickly as the next big 
scandal comes up. 
“Dirty Money” gives you one big 
helping of disrepute, parsed out in 
bite-sized chunks. This casts the 
idea of corruption as a deep-rooted, 
widespread issue. Nobody is safe, 
nobody is innocent.
But let’s look at a more periodical 
view of this. What “Dirty Money” 
does best is creating a jarring sense 
of place and an uncomfortable per-
spective of the scale of corruption 
and corporate greed. 
The looming, mythic proportions 
of these scandals is enough to fright-
en any viewer, goading them deeper 
into the contemporary whirlwind of 
“wokeness.”
Is all this necessary? In this day 
and age, aren’t we angry enough? 
The only issue I took with this series 
is whether or not it’s really appropri-
ate right now. 
With a virulent political system 
in place, dozens of wars afoot and a 
plethora of human rights violations 
within the direct purview of the 
media and the people of the world 
today, do Americans really need fur-
ther saturation of disrepute shoved 
in our face? 
I think not, in all honesty. But, 
dear lord, it makes great television.
If you’re looking for another in-
stallment of ethical pestilence to 
overwhelm your senses in our ever-
infuriating world, “Dirty Money” is 
the program for you.
Contact Noah Sonnenburg at 
nasonnenburg@scu.edu or call 
(408) 554-4852.
FACEBOOK
“Dirty Money” is a show all about deception and immorality. With a theme song titled “Lie, Cheat, Steal, Kill,” the message behind “Dirty Money” is pretty clear. With a plethora of 
crises and corruptions spoiling the capitalist framework of the United States, it falls on documentarians to expose injustice and corruption in all its forms as this show does.
In Cash We Trust: A Look at Corporate Lies
Reviewing “Call 




You’re seated on a train. 
Opposite you is a middle-aged 
couple. As you turn the pages 
of your book, you can’t help 
but overhear the bickering 
back and forth of the man and 
woman. They are arguing over 
a trifle, but their tones sug-
gest this argument has roots 
deeper than the surface. As 
you pretend not to listen, the 
sun shifts and the couple’s 
shadows grow ten feet tall 
against the opposite wall of 
the train.
This quarter’s student-run 
“One-Act Festival” highlights 
the excitement of voyeurism, 
uniquely captured in one act 
plays, works of theater that 
leave the audience wanting 
more.
This year’s Winter One-
Act is senior Andrew Bran-
non’s production of “Call It 
Clover,” which was written 
by “Friends” producer Wil 
Calhoun. The play only lasts 
around 40 minutes and un-
ravels in real time. A lot of 
humanity is packed into the 
pages of Calhoun’s script, but 
true to the spirit of a one-act 
most of the meat of the play 
can only be gleaned from 
what goes unsaid. 
“Call It Clover” takes place 
in the South and revolves 
around three characters, all 
played by Santa Clara stu-
dents: Sandy, played by Kim-
iko Chang, a classic bully 
archetype who reconciles 
her own lost dreams by rev-
eling in the failure of others; 
Perry, Sandy’s extremely em-
bittered husband, played by 
Josh Kendall; and lastly, Ed-
die, played by Anthony Samp-
son. The lights come on and 
we see Perry berating Sandy 
for “stealing” a tomato from 
the fridge. Later, we find out 
that one, Perry refuses to eat 
a sandwich without tomatoes 
and two, Sandy is paralyzed 
from the hip down. Her abil-
ity to, as Perry suggests, get 
off her “lazy ass” and steal a 
tomato is slightly diminished.
When Eddie, Perry ’s 
friend, arrives during this 
fight, he brings both a six-
pack of beer and his good 
spirits. The remainder of the 
plot plays with the varying 
ways social discomfort can 
manifest itself on a group of 
people. In this way, “Call It 
Clover” sometimes reminded 
me of the dynamics in sit-
coms—some of the traditional 
trappings of the genre make 
repeated appearances, like 
the physical comedy of Eddie 
trying to socialize with Sandy, 
or the way Perry shouts his 
praises of the tomato until his 
face turns the shade of one, 
or the cartoonish seduction 
of Eddie by Sandy. It only 
makes sense that Calhoun’s 
career took shape the way it 
did in the years after writing 
this script, earning credits 
not only on “Friends” but also 
critically-acclaimed sitcoms 
like “What I Like About You” 
and “Grace and Frankie.”
One line in particular, 
blurted by Eddie after a cer-
tain proposition from San-
dy—(“That is not a simple 
question, that is the opposite 
of a simple question!”) was 
distinctly marked by the 
rhythms of television comedy. 
Indeed, Eddie was right; 
Sandy’s question was not 
so simple, just like almost 
nothing in “Call It Clover” is 
simple. The director’s note 
from the show states: “Nega-
tive personality traits are not 
just there because someone 
is a horrible person … people 
are complicated.” This was 
the point that stuck with me 
throughout the play, as Perry, 
Sandy and Eddy all slowly re-
vealed their darker neurosis.
Overall, the staging of 
the proceeding was a little 
awkward at times, but was 
consistently and decidedly 
theatrical. 
What I mean is, while it 
may not make sense for some-
one to face the audience in 
real life when delivering a 
particularly moving mono-
logue, it usually worked okay 
here. Since we only can see a 
glimpse into these three lives, 
it is easy to dwell on the su-
perficial. 
Watch carefully, however, 
and you notice how little ele-
ments of the production hint 
at a certain depth to these os-
tensibly dumb, ignorant and 
selfish characters. Chang, as 
Sandy, writhes her face with 
emotion more when listening 
to her husband chat with his 
friend than when she recalls 
how her dreams were shot 
down after her paralysis. 
Kendall, who plays Perry, is 
not only temperamental but 
nervous, always keeping his 
head down as he talks. 
Sampson’s performance 
as Eddie might have been my 
favorite, as he lends an exis-
tential heft to his character’s 
simple humility.
“Call It Clover” was ex-
tremely evocative and, at 
times, devastating. And all it 
took to deliver this encapsu-
lation of life was one act. No 
more no less.
Contact Peter Schutz at 
pschutz@scu.edu or call 
(408) 554-4852.
One-Act Play Delves Deep into Subconscious Thoughts
Thursday, February 22, 2018 The Santa Clara Scene / 5
Historically, Marvel’s had 
an issue creating villains that 
don’t immediately inspire 
amnesia when you step out-
side the movie theater (Seri-
ously, Thanos who?). 
Killmonger may initially 
seem like your run-of-the-
mill, trigger-happy villain, 
but there’s something oddly 
compelling about his vision 
and his person. 
Jordan’s charisma as an 
actor and the intimate rage 
explored in his character’s 
backstory makes audiences 
sympathize with him—maybe 
even dare to agree with him. 
Oh, and the women reign 
supreme too. It may be 
T’Challa’s movie, but he is a 
passive participant compared 
to the strong women he con-
stantly learns from as he en-
visions a future of unity and 
solidarity. 
Lupita Nyong’o as Nakia 
and Danai Gurira’s Okeye are 
different types of warriors, 
ready to inspire a generation 
of young Marvel fans with 
their dedication to their life 
missions. T’Challa’s younger 
sister, Shuri (Letitia Wright), 
is a winsome cross between 
Bond’s Q and a Disney prin-
cess. 
Here’s hoping for a sequel 
where she becomes the Black 
Panther, as in the comics. 
“Black Panther” still slips 
into the same pitfalls as other 
Marvel staples. The action 
scenes are choppy, which 
is surprising since Coogler 
proved he has what it takes 
with the boxing sequences 
of “Creed.” The African ac-
cents were also questionable 
at times, but at least they 
weren’t offensive. And, as 
with the trainwreck chronol-
ogy of “Spider Man: Home-
coming,” don’t even bother 
trying to fit this film into the 
MCU timeline. 
The second post-credits 
scene in particular does a lot 
to confuse exactly when this 
film takes place. 
But the smaller scale of the 
film works. Besides an awk-
wardly shoehorned subplot 
about stopping the exporta-
tion of vibranium-infused 
weapons, “Black Panther” 
keeps its conflict squarely 
within the confines of Wakan-
da’s interest. It doesn’t need 
to be end of the world every 
time superheroes show up, 
just as long as the stakes are 
as personal as they are here. 
Whether “Black Panther” 
succeeds in its ideological as-
pirations is up the individual. 
It may not do enough to push 
back on Western norms. 
For others, it may attempt 
too much. But the triumph of 
“Black Panther” is in daring 
to be more than a superhero 
movie. 
As the $404 million earn-
ings show, the film is a re-
minder of why representation 
matters and why entertain-
ment can shape a culture—
and yeah, it’s great superhero 
movie too. 
Contact Perla Luna at 
pluna@scu.edu or call (408) 
554-4852.
Record-Shattering “Black Panther”  Pounces Past Competition
AP
With an almost entirely black cast, “Black Panther” serves as a testament to black excellence in media today. 
The movie was met with plenty of backlash from less accepting audiences. Despite this, it shattered records.
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The following is an entry in a se-
ries called “Voices of Santa Clara,” 
which profiles noteworthy students 
and faculty. The Q & A is excerpted 
from the “Voices of Santa Clara” 
podcast.
Naomi Andrews is a history 
professor at Santa Clara where 
she teaches classes on the history 
of gender, race and human rights. 
Dr. Andrews got her Bachelor’s, 
Master’s and Ph.D from UC Santa 
Cruz in history, and wrote a book, 
“Socialism’s Muse: Gender in the 
Intellectual Landscape of French 
Romantic Socialism” in 2006.
Gavin Cosgrave: What were 
your career plans in college?
Naomi Andrews: I applied to 
and was accepted to law school at 
the end of college. Like every other 
idealistic person, I wanted to do 
constitutional law and fight for 
civil liberties and all that. At some 
point, I realized that I did not want 
the career path that would lead to 
corporate or criminal law, but what 
I was most excited about was the 
history that I had been taught. 
I took a year off then applied to 
graduate school.
I started a Ph.D. program in 
Russian history at Columbia. I got 
there and realized I didn’t want to 
do it. It was very political science 
oriented, and I was much more in-
terested in reading Russian novels 
and thinking about how authors 
understood social injustice in their 
world.
GC: Last year when I took my 
Culture & Ideas course with you, 
politics and other difficult things 
that people disagreed about of-
ten came up in class. How do you 
handle difficult discussions in your 
classes?  
NA: The last couple of years 
have been a learning experience 
for me about how to make students 
comfortable but uncomfortable at 
the same time. Generally speak-
ing, this is a pretty liberal campus, 
but there was at least one student 
from our class that was raised in a 
Trump-supporting family and he 
or she was distressed by the tone 
on campus. It’s my responsibility 
to make sure that student feels 
comfortable and safe in conver-
sation as well.
I feel like in the last couple of 
years, students have been increas-
ingly polite in the classroom, and 
I think some of it is a hesitation 
about having real confrontation or 
uncomfortable discussion. I think 
we need to be working to overcome 
that.
We don’t all agree, and we don’t 
need to agree. Exposing our dis-
agreements is a very productive 
way to learn something about our 
own assumptions. I’ve been try-
ing really hard to get students to 
articulate their own positions.
As a campus, we need to re-
member that certain types of dis-
agreements are healthy and are 
part of our democracy. It’s really 
easy to stay in your silo and never 
hear people who disagree with you. 
We have to be challenging each 
other more.
One of the things that’s really 
important is to, at the front of the 
discussion, ask, “What’s so scary? 
Why can we not talk about race, or 
political positions (for example)? 
What is at risk?
GC: Should we just avoid dis-
agreeing with other people to pre-
serve relationships?
NA: It’s an instinctive thing for 
all of us to do. Our friendships and 
relationships get better if we dig 
into differences. It’s often in the 
most trusting relationships where 
we’re afraid of disagreeing where 
we can be the most open and lis-
ten and change our minds, even. 
It does take a certain set of tools.
Asking questions and respectful 
listening are important. You can’t 
just immediately go to labels, like 
“my Trump-supporting friend” or 
“my communist friend.” We’re all 
walking around with labels on, and 
the labels are more definitive than 
they’ve ever been.
We need to ask each other what 
issues were important to us grow-
ing up. We can ask of our friends 
the same type of questions we ask 
of texts like, “Why do you under-
stand this issue this way? What are 
the forces that have shaped your 
reasoning?”
GC: What is the value of engag-
ing in discussions versus taking 
action on one issue?
NA: Without enough discus-
sion, action is unreflective, knee-
jerk, and usually is pursuing and 
agenda that has been set out for 
you rather than your own agenda. 
Discussion helps you refine your 
own worldview and perspective. 
That’s a bedrock value to me, that 
you have to encounter texts, pro-
fessors and classmates that you 
disagree with.
GC: Are there any particular 
people you have studied who have 
inspired you?
NA: Historians have a kind of 
dour view on human nature, in part 
because all our heroes disappoint 
us. However, we can appreciate the 
complexity and plasticity within 
each human being-our potential 
to change and reorient our think-
ing in the face of new kinds of evi-
dence or arguments. We see figures 
throughout the historical past who 
have changed their mind, moved 
out of their comfort zone and chal-
lenged the status quo.
You might remember our dis-
cussions on Thomas Jefferson. He 
wrote the declaration of indepen-
dence, was an important framer 
of the constitution, was the third 
president, and while president 
ended America’s involvement in 
the trans-Atlantic slave trade. But 
he also died owning 600 slaves and 
not emancipating them on his 
deathbed, which was a common 
practice.
He’s a good reminder that the 
conflict between action and words 
is very deep.I think examining hu-
mans in the past and the ways that 
they have navigated moral, social 
and political issues can help us un-
derstand the choices we make. Ad-
mire them? Not necessarily. But, 
see their humanity and recognize 
ourselves in them? That’s more 
productive and useful.
GC: What’s one place that you 
loved traveling to?
NA: Japan. Part of why I loved 
it is because I don’t know any Japa-
nese and I can’t understand or read 
anything. It’s this wonderful out-
of-body experience to not have any 
touchpoints for the society you’re 
surrounded by. So much of our en-
ergy and thoughts goes into decod-
ing, understanding and processing 
all the sensory input, and in Japan, 
all of that is so unavailable that it’s 
extremely soothing and relaxing.
To listen to the full interview, visit 
voicesofsantaclara.com or search 
“Voices of Santa Clara” on the 
iTunes Podcast App.
Voices of Santa Clara: Naomi Andrews
PHOTO BY GAVIN COSGRAVE
Naomi Andrews has been involved with Santa Clara University since 2004. She seeks to emphasize the greater role of Europe in global affairs. Her work also underscores 
phenomena such as gender relations, the role of the citizen and political structures. As a historian, she takes a close look at social justice as well as political science.
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Jay Fuchs
The tragedy in Parkland, Florida marks the third mass shooting in the past five 
months, and like clockwork, con-
servative leadership has spontane-
ously developed a vested interest in 
mental illness. 
Within the past week, Paul Ryan 
has said that mental health is “often 
a big problem underlying these trag-
edies.” The president called on state 
and local leaders to “help secure our 
schools and tackle the difficult issue 
of mental health.” And conserva-
tive pundit Tomi Lahren tweeted, 
“This [shooting] isn’t about a gun 
it’s about another lunatic.”
Several other conservative pol-
iticians and pundits have echoed 
these sentiments. As usual, they are 
trying to push the notion that guns 
don’t kill people; mentally ill people 
kill people, and the fact that they use 
guns to do it is irrelevant.
By their logic, guns were a non-
factor in the shooting. It was purely 
a matter of a rogue “lunatic” acting 
at the cruel mercy of his own mind. 
The shameless liberals politi-
cizing the deaths of these students 
to push their backwards, anti-gun 
agenda do not care about the safety 
of their neighbors nor the plight of 
the mentally ill. And besides, we 
need assault rifles to protect our-
selves from other people with as-
sault rifles. 
That is their standard line. 
I do not buy any of that for a sec-
ond, but for the sake of argument, I 
am going to assume they are abso-
lutely right.
I am going to ignore the fact that 
it is easier to get an AR-15 than get-
ting a handgun in Florida. 
I am going to disregard how 
the shooters behind the Las Vegas, 
Sutherland Springs and Parkland 
tragedies all passed background 
checks and were able to procure 
their weapons legally. 
And I am going to forget every 
last campaign contribution the 
NRA has made to everyone it owns 
in Congress. 
In this hypothetical reality, none 
of that matters. The sole factor in 
this mass shooting—and all others—
is mental health.
With that in mind, I want to 
know exactly what conservative 
leadership has done to deal with 
what they believe is the catalyst of 
these national tragedies. If mental 
health is the underlying cause of ev-
ery last mass shooting, surely they 
would have done something about 
it by now.
After three mass shootings in 
the last five months and, in turn, 
three apparently earnest pledges 
to address the flaws in our mental 
healthcare system, what have Re-
publicans in Congress done?
If you guessed “absolutely noth-
ing,” you are absolutely right.  
According to Govtrack.com, a 
website used to track bills and the 
voting records of members of the 
United States Congress, no Con-
gressional Republican has intro-
duced a single bill with anything to 
do with mental health since well 
before the shooting in Las Vegas. 
The president, admittedly, has 
proposed some progressive mea-
sures about mental health. But for 
every step he takes forward, he 
takes two steps back. 
Trump has allocated $10 billion 
to address mental illness and the 
opioid epidemic in his new budget.
If you only consider that propos-
al on its own, it would appear as 
though Trump is taking a proac-
tive approach to the issue. When 
you consider his budget as a whole, 
however, that figure becomes a lot 
less impressive.
Bloomberg reports that Don-
ald Trump’s proposed 2019 budget 
would slash funding for the Nation-
al Institute of Mental Health by 30 
percent—a decrease of roughly $500 
million. The budget would also cut 
spending for the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Administration 
by $665 million.
Trump has also proposed cut-
ting Medicaid subsidies by over $1 
trillion. According to a report from 
the Kaiser Family Foundation, more 
than 25% of non-elderly adults with 
severe mental illness received med-
ical coverage through Medicaid in 
2015.
In short, the president’s budget 
would further gouge what is already 
a broken mental healthcare system. 
That is a bold move from someone 
claiming that mental health is 
the primary issue at hand when a 
man guns down a country concert, 
shoots up a church or kills 17 people 
in a high school. 
Conservative leadership’s con-
cern with mental health is nothing 
more than a cynical smokescreen. 
They go on television after every 
mass shooting and bemoan the dire 
state of our mental healthcare sys-
tem—as if they have actually done 
anything to fix it. This is the third 
mass shooting in five months, and 
the GOP has done nothing to help 
remedy what they insist is the un-
derlying cause for all of these trag-
edies. 
But that is just how it goes. We 
are eight days out from this shoot-
ing, meaning we have about two 
more weeks of the GOP caring about 
mental health.
Jay Fuchs is a senior 
communication major. 
Students are evacuated from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School after Nikolas Cruz—a former student—shot and killed 17 people with an AR-15 he legally purchased last 
year. On Tuesday, Florida lawmakers rejected a proposal to ban semi-automatic assault rifles and large-capacity magazines, sparking statewide rallies for stricter gun laws.
AP
Parkland Tragedy is About Gun Control, Not Mental Health 
Articles in the Opinion 
section represent the 
views of the individual 
authors only and 
not the views of The 
Santa Clara or Santa 
Clara University.
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Team suffers 0-3 




The Women’s Club La-
crosse team lost all three 
of their matches this 
past weekend when they 
traveled to UCLA for the 
season’s first away tour-
nament. 
On Friday, the team 
lost 9-5 to the University 
of Pittsburgh Lady Pan-
thers. They played the 
University of Michigan 
Wolverines on Saturday 
and lost 8-3. 
Their final game of the 
weekend took place on 
Sunday, when they lost 7-6 
in overtime to the Univer-
sity of Georgia Bulldogs.
“Our game against 
Georgia was the best game 
I’ve seen this team play this 
season,” senior and team 
president Mallory Hansen 
said. “It was a complete 
team effort from the energy 
on the side lines, to the tight 
defense that didn’t allow a 
single goal for 25 minutes in 
the second half, to the crisp 
passes in the transition, and 
the assisted goals.”  
These losses follow wins 
from the first two matches 
of their season against Ari-
zona State University and 
UC Santa Barbara. The 
team’s overall record is 
now 2-3.
“This weekend was a 
great learning experience 
and an opportunity for the 
new members of our team to 
understand the level of play we 
expect to see moving forward in 
the season,” Hansen said. 
The team is made up of 
players from each grade, but 
features seven new first-year 
members.
“It was only our third and 
fifth games of the season against 
the top teams in the nation and 
probably the best competition 
we will see until Nationals,” 
Hansen said. “This weekend 
brought to light areas we will 
focus on and refine moving for-
ward during practice starting 
this Tuesday.”
The Women’s Club Lacrosse 
team is part of the Division 1 
Northern Conference of the 
Western Women’s Lacrosse 
League. 
This portion of the league 
also includes Saint Mary’s 
College, UC Berkeley and UC 
Davis.
“Having a skilled team that 
doesn’t rely on one team mem-
ber to score all the goals is one 
of our number one strengths,” 
Hansen said. “We have trust in 
every team member’s abilities 
and use this to our advantage.”
Last year, Santa Clara was 
the Division 1 2017 Western 
Women’s Lacrosse League 
Champion. League Champi-
ons receive bids to Nationals 
and compete for one of 16 spots 
at the National Tournament. 
Hansen says the team’s goal this 
year is to win both League and 
Nationals. 
The team begins conference 
play in mid-March, with league 
playoffs following in mid-April. 
The team’s next match is at 
home against San Diego State 
University on Feb. 24.
Contact Addy Camisa at 
acamisa@scu.edu or call (408) 
554-4852.
TWITTER
Ladies’ Lacrosse Loses in L.A.
The Women’s Lacrosse team traveled to the University of California, Los Angeles over President’s Day weekend to 
compete in their first away tournament of the 2018-19 season. They were unable to win any of their three games.
STANDINGS
Men’s Basketball
Team WCC  Overall
Gonzaga 15-1 25-4
Saint Mary’s 14-2 25-4
Brigham Young 10-6 21-8
Pacific 9-7 14-15
San Diego 8-8 17-11
Santa Clara 8-8 11-17
San Francisco 8-8 16-13
Portland 4-12 10-19
Loyola Marymount 3-13 8-19
Pepperdine 1-15 4-24
Women’s Basketball
Team WCC  Overall
Gonzaga 15-1 22-5
Saint Mary’s 11-5 18-9
Brigham Young 10-6 15-12
Loyola Marymount 9-7 17-10
San Diego 8-8 15-12
San Francisco 8-8 13-14
Pacific 7-9 13-14
Pepperdine 5-11 9-17




Loyola Marymount @ Santa Clara Thu. 2/22 7:00 p.m.
Santa Clara @ Saint Mary’s Sat. 2/24 3:00 p.m.
Women’s Basketball
Santa Clara @ Loyola Marymount Thu. 2/22  7:00 p.m.
Pacific @ Saint Mary’s Sat. 2/24 2:00 p.m.
Baseball
Wake Forest @ Santa Clara Fri. 2/23  6:00 p.m.
Wake Forest @ Santa Clara Sat. 2/24  1:00 p.m.
Wake Forest @ Santa Clara Sun. 2/25  12:00 p.m.
Nevada @ Santa Clara Tue. 2/27  6:00 p.m.
Softball
Santa Clara @ Stanford Nike Invitational   Fri. 2/23  3:30 p.m.
Santa Clara @ Stanford Nike Invitational Sat. 2/24  12:00 p.m.
SPORTS
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Student sports  
broadcaster discusses 
his path to the mic
Jimmy Flynn
Editor-in-Chief
Jack Benjamin has a to-go salad 
sitting on the corner of his cluttered 
desk. He tells me he was supposed 
to eat it for lunch but got caught up 
with work. It’s 6 p.m.
Immediately, I notice something 
is off: his voice. In conversation, 
Benjamin’s voice sounds different 
than it does during his play-by-play 
broadcasts on 103.3 KSCU—Santa 
Clara’s student radio station. I tell 
him his bold and distinct speech 
pattern sounds a bit less polished 
in person. He laughs—it’s something 
he’s cognizant of, and has been for 
a while.
“[My broadcaster voice] is a 
more professional version of me,” 
Benjamin says. “I’ll project a little 
more when I have a microphone, I 
think I’ll get a little more excited. 
I don’t see it as trying to go into 
a ‘broadcaster voice.’ It’s become 
more of a calculated science.”
For Benjamin, it’s a science. For 
anyone who has listened to one of 
his engaging broadcasts, it’s art.
For the past two years, Benjamin 
has been KSCU’s play-by-play an-
nouncer for the Men’s Basketball 
games. He also hosts a weekly sports 
talk show, “Overtime with Jack Ben-
jamin,” on the same station. Outside 
of Santa Clara, he has called every 
type of men’s and women’s sports 
game imaginable: baseball, soccer, 
football, volleyball, softball—all 
ranging from the high school to the 
college level. But more than any 
other sport, Benjamin loves to call 
a basketball game.
“Above all, I want to be an NBA 
or a college basketball broadcaster,” 
Benjamin says. “I want to call high-
level basketball.” 
Benjamin grew up in Westches-
ter County, a suburb of New York 
City. He came up rooting for Big 
Apple sports teams—particularly 
the Knicks, Giants and, most of all, 
the Yankees. A Little League pitcher, 
Benjamin idolized legendary Pin-
stripe closer, Mariano Rivera. But 
after throwing his arm out in sixth 
grade, Benjamin knew his career in 
sports would never be on the field—
at least not in the traditional sense. 
Benjamin praises longtime Yan-
kees radio play-by-play announcer 
John Sterling for first sparking his 
interest in sports broadcasting.
“He’s the guy I credit as the first 
voice that I heard,” Benjamin says.
We discuss Sterling ’s well-
known predilection for theatrics. 
Benjamin dives into a spot-on im-
pression of one of Sterling’s signa-
ture home run calls: “It is far, it is 
wide, it is GONE!” 
Benjamin also credits the 
Knicks’ Mike Breen and the Giants’ 
Bob Papa as some of his early influ-
ences. Nowadays, though, he listens 
to everyone. 
“I get the SiriusXM app—I lis-
ten to anything I can,” Benjamin 
says. “It’ll be a Tuesday night with 
no homework and I’ll turn on FS1 
and I’ll get out a notebook and write 
down stuff that [sportscaster] Joe 
Davis is using. That’s just my mind-
set. More often than not, I listen 
with an active set of ears.”
Benjamin shows me his run-
ning list of broadcasting phrases—a 
typed, six-page document that con-
tains hundreds of sayings. I point 
out a couple and he translates them. 
“Helter skelter” describes the chaos 
that accompanies a loose ball. “Two 
ticks below five to go” means there 
is 4:58 left on the game clock. And 
the list goes on. 
Benjamin’s first foray into sports 
broadcasting came during his se-
nior year of high school, when he 
interned with MSG Varsity—a local 
sports station back in New York. He 
wrote articles, interviewed athletes 
and eventually called a couple of 
high school women’s soccer games. 
Following his first broadcast, 
Benjamin was hooked. Since then, 
the feeling has only intensified.
“Something clicks when I go on 
the air—it’s like a drug or some-
thing,” Benjamin says. “It flows; I 
get into one of these zones. I feel like 
this is what my purpose is.”
Despite his initial exuberance, 
Benjamin struggled to break into 
sports broadcasting when he first 
came to Santa Clara—as such a stu-
dent program did not formally exist. 
KSCU and the Athletic Department 
were hesitant to allow the mostly 
unproven Benjamin to have his 
own official broadcast. All told, it 
was a two year process that involved 
countless phone calls, emails and 
meetings. 
During that time, Benjamin 
occupied himself with his “Over-
time” duties and an internship at 
NBC Sports Bay Area. Hungry to 
do play-by-play, he one day asked 
his communication professor for 
a media pass so he could attend a 
Women’s Basketball game and do a 
mock broadcast. Benjamin went to 
the game with the stick-on pass, his 
laptop and an attachable Blue Yeti 
microphone. Looking back, it’s one 
of his fondest memories.
“The game starts, and I’m like, 
‘Oh my God, I’m already six plays 
behind,’” Benjamin says. “It wasn’t 
good, but I fell in love with it im-
mediately.”
After the game, Benjamin put 
the pass in a Ziplock bag and used 
it to call the rest of the Women’s 
Basketball games that season. 
He continued to call Women’s 
Basketball games during his soph-
omore year and also began board 
operating for Santa Clara Men’s Bas-
ketball radio broadcasters Anthony 
Passarelli and John Stege. The two 
pros eventually allowed Benjamin 
to host the pregame, halftime and 
postgame segments. 
Finally, on Nov. 11, 2016—during 
his junior year—Benjamin called his 
first official Men’s Basketball game 
for KSCU. That night, Santa Clara 
overtook Northern Arizona 67-64 
at the Leavey Center. 
Benjamin primarily credits for-
mer KSCU General Manager Ben 
Paulson and Director of the Center 
of Student Involvement Tedd Va-
nadilok for helping him scale the 
mountaintop.
Figuring Benjamin knows Santa 
Clara Men’s Basketball better than 
any other student on campus, I prod 
him a bit. 
I want to know his opinion re-
garding the 11-17 Broncos. To him, 
the key is managing expectations.
“You ask anybody, it’s, ‘When 
are we going to beat Gonzaga?’ That 
can’t be the rationale,” Benjamin 
says. “It has to be, ‘When are we 
gonna beat [the University of ] San 
Francisco three years in a row at 
home?’” 
I ask him about second-year 
Head Coach Herb Sendek. Given the 
team’s disappointing record, does 
the relatively new coach deserve 
more criticism?
“When a new college basketball 
coach comes in, you gotta give him 
a full recruiting cycle,” Benjamin 
says. “In terms of Herb Sendek, it’s 
hard to judge whether he’s a suc-
cess or failure when he hasn’t had 
a four-year recruitment period yet. 
It’s unfair for me to say he won’t be 
successful.”
In addition to being a tremen-
dous on-air talent, Benjamin is 
perhaps the hardest working un-
dergraduate I have ever met. 
He estimates that each Men’s 
Basketball game requires between 
seven and eight hours of prep work. 
Considering games are typically 
played on Thursday and Saturday 
nights, it doesn’t leave a ton of time 
for an active social life. 
“Unfortunately, [broadcasting] 
has taken away from my friends at 
college,” Benjamin says. “It’ll be a 
Friday night, and my friends will 
be going to a party or out to dinner, 
and I’ll be preparing for a game. I’ve 
sacrificed a lot of time doing this, but 
it’s what I love to do and I’m hoping 
that—as I progress—I can find that 
balance.”
Benjamin also routinely calls the 
Tuesday night Game of the Week for 
the West Catholic Athletic League 
on 1590 KLIV. He does play-by-play 
for several other local television and 
radio stations as well.
But Benjamin’s most impres-
sive efforts as a broadcaster have 
come the past two summers, when 
he worked as both play-by-play 
announcer and media relations 
manager for two collegiate sum-
mer league baseball teams: the Ka-
lamazoo Growlers (in 2016) and the 
Yakima Valley Pippins (in 2017). 
How did he initially get the gig? 
By submitting—that’s right—a tape 
of his first mock broadcast of the 
Santa Clara Women’s Basketball 
game. Benjamin describes to me 
the lifestyle of a collegiate summer 
league play-by-play announcer: sit-
ting through eight-hour bus rides, 
sleeping in crappy apartments and 
calling between 60 and 70 games in 
about as many days.
“That was easily the biggest grind 
of my life,” Benjamin says. “And it’s 
not just the play-by-play. You don’t 
get paid for the play-by-play. I got 
paid basically a dollar an hour to 
put together these media relations 
packets and to handle the team’s 
social media. I slept probably three 
hours a night and worked twenty 
hours a day.”
Now, all of that is past Benjamin. 
He doesn’t foresee having to do any-
thing that grueling ever again. Or so 
he hopes. 
Like any other senior, Benjamin 
is currently on the job hunt. Unlike 
any other senior, he has already ac-
complished so much at such a high 
level. He’s even received positive 
feedback from broadcasting titans 
such as Marv Albert, Bob Fitzgerald 
and Ed Cohen. 
I’m curious if he ever gets burnt 
out—if he ever loses his passion. 
Benjamin shakes his head.
“You got to love doing this stuff,” 
Benjamin says. “I’ve had a lot of 
people tell me, ‘Jack, the day you’re 
not happy to prep for that girls’ high 
school basketball game between two 
1-15 teams who average 10 points a 
game, that’s probably the day you 
should stop doing this.’” 
Luckily, that day looks to be far 
away.
Contact Jimmy Flynn at jflynn@
scu.edu or call (408) 554-4852.
   The Man with the Golden Voice
(Above) Senior Jack Benjamin calls a recent Men’s Basketball game at the Leavey Center. Benjamin has been 103.3 KSCU’s play-by-play announcer for the Men’s Basketball 
games the past two seasons. Already an accomplished high school and college sports broadcaster, Benjamin hopes to one day call basketball at the professional level. 
“I feel like this is 
what my purpose 
is.”
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